Instructions to Authors
General introduction

The Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine (JADM) is devoted to the advancement and dissemination of scientific knowledge concerning veterinary medicine and related academic disciplines. This journal published in English by the Association of Taiwan Animal Medical Laboratory. It covers all the scientific and technological aspects of veterinary sciences in general, anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, pharmacology, microbiology, pathology, public health, parasitology, infectious diseases, clinical sciences, alternative veterinary medicine and other biomedical fields.
   
1. Editorial policy

The editor assumes that all author(s) listed in a manuscript have agreed with the following policy of the Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine on its submission. 
The manuscripts submitted to this journal must be previously unpublished and not under consideration for publication elsewhere. The identities of referees will not be revealed under any circumstances. 
If an author(s) should be added or deleted after submission of manuscript, it is the responsibility of the corresponding author to ensure that the author(s) involved are aware of and agree to the change in authorship. The Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine has no responsibility for such changes.
All published manuscripts become the permanent property of the Association of Taiwan Animal Medical Laboratory (TAMLA) and may not be published elsewhere without written permission.
2. Editorial and peer review process
The Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine (JADM) reviews all the submitted manuscripts. The editor selects peer referees upon the recommendation of the Editorial Board members or from the specialist database owned by the Editorial Board. The peer-reviewers will be blinded with respect to the name and their affiliations of the author(s). Typically, the scientific review of manuscript is handled by an Associate Editor who selects two investigators in the field as referees according to recommendation of Editor or Editorial board. If decided necessary, review for statistics may be additionally requested.
Acceptance of the manuscript is decided, based on the critiques and recommended decision of the referees. A referee's decision is made as "acceptance without revision", "acceptance after minor revision", "review again after revision", and rejection". If there is marked discrepancy in the decisions between two referees or in opinions between the author and referee(s), The Editor may send the manuscript to another referee for additional comments and recommended decision. Four repeated decisions of "review again after revision" are regarded as "rejection". The reviewed manuscript are returned back to the corresponding author with comments and recommended revisions. Name and individual decisions of the referees are not transmitted to the author. 
The usual reasons of rejection are insufficient originality, serious scientific flaws, poor quality of illustrations, improper manuscript form or absence of massage that might be important to the intended readers. Though the peer review process may in general take four to eight weeks after submission of the manuscript, more time may be need to finalize the review process. 
Revisions are usually requested to take account of criticism and comments made by referees. Two copies of revised manuscript should be submitted, including one set of original illustrations. Failure to resubmit the revised manuscript within eight weeks is regarded as a withdrawal. Corresponding author must indicate clearly what alterations have been made in response to the referees comments point by point. Acceptable reasons should be given for noncompliance with any recommendation of the referees.
Once accepted, original articles will be published without page charges within six months by the authors at the journal web.
3. Categories of publications
The Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine (JADM) publishes original articles, review articles, short communications and case reports.
Original articles Original articles cover full reports of research work that must be written following the guidelines (Form of Manuscripts) with the minimum length that requires for precise description and clear interpretation of theoretical or experimental work.
Review articles: Review and monographs dealing with all aspects of veterinary Medicine will be accepted, but subject to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief. Authoritative and critical reviews of the current state of knowledge are preferred. There is no prescribed layout for reviews, but the tables, and manner of citations should conform to the guidelines (Form of Manuscripts) for articles. Unsolicited reviews will normally only be accepted under special circumstances.
Short communication and case report: Short communications are intended to rapidly communicate novel ideas and results in new and developing areas of veterinary medicine, but which are insufficient to fill the requirements of a full-length article. Case reports deal with important issues to clinicians and biomedical researchers. They should not exceed three printed pages (eight double-spaced, typewritten pages) including the figure(s) and table(s). They must have a short abstract of no more than 100 words. Do not use section heading; introduction, materials and methods, results and discussion should be in a single section. The references section is identical to that of articles.
Errata: The Erratum section provides a means of correcting errors that occurred during the writing, typing, editing, or printing (e.g., a misspelling, a dropped word or line, or mislabeling in a figure) of a published article. Send Errata directly to the Editor-in-Chief, both on disk and in hard copy (only one hard copy in necessary). Please see a recent issue for correct formatting.
Retractions: Retractions are reserved for major errors or breaches of ethics that, for example, may call into question the source of the data or the validity of the results and conclusions of an article. Send a Retraction and an accompanying explanatory letter signed by all of the authors directly to the Editor-in-Chief of the journal. The editor who handled the paper and the chairman of the Editorial Board will be consulted.

4. Submission of manuscript
One original manuscript with one set of original figure(s) or table(s), and two copies of the complete manuscript should be sent by post-mail to the Editor-in-Chief, The Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine (JADM). Also electronic manuscripts should be submitted via E-mail (cltsang@mail.vm.hchu.edu.tw or cltsang@dragon.nchu.edu.tw ) in advance.
Dr.Tsang, Chau-Loong
Editor-in-Chief
Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine (JADM)
Department of Veterinary Medicine, National Chung Hsing University 
250 Kuo Kuang Road, Taichung, 402, Taiwan

If there is any query concerning manuscript submission, contact:
Dr. Tsang, Chau-Loong
Tel: 886-4-22870180 ext, 212, 214

886-4-22840404~5 ext, 212, 214

886-4-22840754~6 ext, 212, 214

Fax: 886-4-22852016
E-mail: cltsang@mail.vm.nchu.edu.tw 

cltsang@dragon.nchu.edu.tw
*Manuscript should be submitted by the corresponding author, who should indicate the address, phone number, fax number and e-mail address for correspondence in the covering letter with a Manuscript Checklist and a Copyright Assignment Form. These form will enable the PDF files to be opened, viewed on screen , and can print out from the Web site with free of charge (http://amlattw.angelfire.com/
).
5. Manuscript format

All materials must be written in proper and clear English. The manuscript, prepared according to "Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts submitted to the Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine ", is not returned to the corresponding author because of the incorrectness of the format. 

The manuscript including tables and their footnotes, and figures legends, must be typed in double space on A4 size (21 x 28 cm) white paper, with a margin of at least 2.5cm on every side. Materials should be prepared with a letter quality printer using ragged right margin and standard 12 point font. Good quality photocopies are acceptable. The manuscript should be in the following sequence: checklist, copyright assignment, cover letter, title page, abstract and key words, introduction, materials and methods, results, discussion, acknowledgment, references, tables, and figure legends. The title page, abstract, references, each table and figure legend should start with a new page. All pages should be numbered consecutively starting from the title page. All tables and figures are to be numbered consecutively using Arabic numerals. Their approximate positions should be indicated in the appropriate margin of the typescript. The average size of original articles is around six printed pages including table(s), figure(s) and references (typescripts: 65 letters 25 lines, typewritten 14 pages). A short communication and case reports are three printed pages(double-spaced, typewritten 8 pages) including the figure(s) and table(s), and there is no size limitation for reviews. 

Cover letter The corresponding author must give written assurance that neither the submitted materials nor portions therefore have been published previously or are under consideration for publication elsewhere. When more than one related manuscript has been published or is under consideration for publication by this or other journals, authors are required to declare this in their letter and to enclose copies of those publications for an editorial perusal. Failure to do so may lead to automatic rejection of the submitted manuscript. 
The corresponding author should certify that all listed authors participated meaningfully in the study and that they have seen and approved the final manuscript.

Title page This should contain the title of an article, full names of author(s) and institutional affiliation(s). If several authors, and institutions are listed, they should be clearly indicated with which department and institution each author is affiliated. In separate paragraph, address for correspondence, including the name of corresponding author, position, address(institutional affiliation, city, zip-code and country), telephone and fax number, and e-mail address, should be given. Information concerning sources of financial support should be placed as a footnote. 
1. Title Titles should be brief but informative. It is important for literature retrieval to include the key words in the title which are necessary to identify the nature of the subject matter, including the species of the animal on which the work is done. Use of expressions such as "Studies on .......... " "Observation of ........." or "Effects of ......." should be avoided, since they are not sufficiently informative. Chemical formulas or abbreviations should be used. Titles in the form of declarative or interrogative sentences are not encouraged. Also, do not use Roman or Arabic numerals to designate that the paper is one in a series.

2. Authors and Affiliation Authors are urged to include their full names, complete with first and middle names or initials. Confusion often arises in the literature when authors are identified by surname and initials only. Authors' academic degrees should not be included. The full name of institutions and subsidiary departments should be given, together with a useful address including postal code. If several authors and institutions are listed on a paper, it should be clearly indicated with which department and institution each author is affiliated. The affiliation address in each case should be indicated by superscript.
3. Running title A brief running title should be provided, not to exceed ten words. If running title is declarative or interrogative sentences, it is not acceptable. 

4. Abstracts Abstract should be concise and less than 250 words and describe, in a paragraph, concisely purpose, methods, important results and describe conclusion of the study, but not repeat information already presented in the title. Includes only those abstracts that contain less than 250 words. Longer abstracts are not accessible through the Medline service. Short communication must also be submitted with an abstract.

5. Key word This is a list of important terms relevant to the content of paper. Up to 5 key words should be listed at the bottom of abstract to be used as index terms. 
6. Introduction This is a brief background. It is not necessary to include all of the background literature .Brief reference to the most pertinent generally is enough to inform readers with findings of others in the field. The specific questions to be addressed in the study should also be described. It should not contain either authors' result and conclusion.

7. Materials and Methods Experimentation of the experimental methods should be concise but sufficient for repetition by other qualified investigators. Procedures that have been published previously should not be described in detail, but merely cited with appropriate references. However, new or significant modifications of previously published procedures need full descriptions. The sources of special chemicals or preparations should be given along with their location company name and country. All chemicals and reagents should use a generic name but not brand name. For animal experimentation reported in this Journal, it is expected that the "Guide for the care and use of laboratory animals" approved by their own insitution will have been observed. We encourage that the ethical guidelines of animal welfare committee should be cited.

8. Results This part should include a concise textual description of the data presented in tables and figures. Repetition of the same data in different forms should be avoided. The results should include materials appropriate to the discussion.

9. Discussion In this section, the data should be interpreted concisely without repeating material already presented in the results section. It should be considered the results in relation to any hypotheses advanced in the introduction. This may include an evaluation of the methodology and of the relationship of new information to the knowledge in that field. 

10. Acknowledgments All persons who have made a genuine contribution and who endorse the data and conclusions may be included. Authors are responsible for obtaining written permission to use any copyrighted text and/or illustration.

11. References The references section must include all relevant published works, and all listed references must be cited in the text. Arrange the references section in alphabetical order, by the first author’s surname, and number the entries consecutively. And the cited references in the text should be cited by their list number. Journal name should be abbreviated in accordance with the style of Index Medicus/Medline (www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/serials/lji.html). Cite each listed reference in the text by number in brackets. Follow the styles shown in the example below:
1. Brock TD, Madigan MT. 1988. Biology of microorganism. 5th ed. Prentice Hall, Englewood Cliffs, 42-59.
2. Kim HY, Kwon OK, Nam TC. 2008. Effect of BL-21 (Wei-Yu) acupoint stimulation on gastric motility following preanesthetic treatment in dogs. J Vet Sci, 1: 133-138.
3.Palmer N, Jensen ML, Raine H. 1993. Tumors of joint. In: Jubb KVF, Kennedy PC, Burke E eds. Pathology of domestic animals. 2nd ed. Academic Press, San Diego. 140-144. 
4. Rogers PL, Lee KJ, Skotnicki ML, Fiecher DE. 1999. Advances in biochemical engineering. Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 23:15-25.
The following types of references are not valid for listing: unpublished data, personal communication, manuscripts in preparation or submitted, pamphlets, abstracts, patents, newsletters, website and material that has not been subjected to peer review.

Table and Figures Tables should be typewritten separately from the text, double spaced, and each table should include a title. Vertical rulings in tables are unacceptable. Figures should ordinarily be original drawings. However, glossy photographs of line-drawing are usually satisfactory. In each original line-drawing, letters or numbers should be left blank because they will be typed in during printing. Letters or numbers should be included in the figures contained in a submitted manuscript along with caption for figures. Authors should place explanatory matter in footnotes, not in the heading. Explain in footnotes all nonstandard abbreviations that are used in each table. For footnotes use the following symbols, in sequence: *,†,‡,§,||,¶,**,††, ‡‡ . 
  Draw each curve with a different kind of line (solid, dashed, dotted) or with a different symbol for the plotted points dot, triangle and square in the oder of [image: image1.jpg]


.
  Diagrams and photographs should be in digital format, such as TIFF, JEPG or PPT, final resolution 300 dpi for halftones, 1200 dpi for black/white line graphs, and 600 dpi for combination halftones containing pictures and labelling and/or lines.
All kinds of figures may be reduced, enlarged or trimmed for publication by the Editor. The figure numbers should appeare directly at the lower left corner. And then symbols, arrows, or letters used in photographs could be rearranged for journal format.

Nomenclatures, Unit, and Abbreviations Nomenclatures for chemicals and biochemicals, microorganisms, and genes should follow the guidelines in the instructions to authors of journals published by American Society for Microbiology. SI units (System International Unites) should be used whenever possible. Abbreviations should be used for those recommended by IUPA-IUB Commission on Biochemical Nomenclature and Related Documents. In addition to abbreviation to SI unit, other common abbreviations may be used without definition in Table. (the same abbreviations are used for plural forms): hour(s) = h, minute(s) = min, second(s) = sec, liter(s) = L, mililiter(s) = mL, meter(s) = m, centimeter(s) = cm, gram(s) = g, miligram(s) = mg, microliter(s) = µL, micrometer(s) = µm, micron(s) = µm, standard deviation = SD, standard error = SE, molar = M, mole = mol.
6. Alteration in proof

The Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine provides corresponding author with galley proofs for their correction. Corrections should be kept to minimum. The Editor retains the prerogative to question minor stylistic alterations and major alteration that might affect the scientific content of the paper. Fault found after publication is a responsibility of the authors. We urge our contibutors to proofread their accepted manuscript very carefully. The corresponding author may be contacted by Editorial Office, depending on the nature of correction in proof. If the proof is not returned to Editorial Office within 48 hours, it may be necessary to reschedule the paper for a subsquent issue. Extensive alteration in proof cause delays in publication.

Reprint Copy (ies) of reprints of an article will be allowed by the corresponding author free of charge. Reprint is available in this homepage (http://amlattw.angelfire.com/). 

7. Additional information

The Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine is no manuscript processing fee, regardless of the number of resubmissions required. In the review process, self-citations from published articles of the Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine will be looked into with special interest.

8. Electronic manuscripts

After being accepted, the corresponding author should submit the final copy by E-mail for fast editing and printing process. Please send manuscripts in MS-word (or MS-word compatible format) or HWP using word processor. Do not convert your text file to plain ASCII.
9. Research and publication ethics

Research and publication ethics For the policies on the research and publication ethics not stated in this instruction, 'Good Publication Practice Guidelines for Medical Journals (http://kamje.or.kr/publishing_ethics.html)', 'Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Writing and Editing for Biomedical Publication (www.icmje.org)' or 'Guidelines on good publication (www.publicationethics.org.uk/ guidelines)' can be applied.
MANUSCRIPT CHECKLIST

Every manuscript submitted to the Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine must be accompanied by this completed checklist and a signed copyright assignment form. Any manuscript that is incomplete or improperly set out will be returned to the author without review.

Name of the first author (in block letters)                                             
Article title                                                                     

Cover letter

□ An acknowledgement that the manuscript has not been published or submitted to other journals previously is included.

□ An acknowledgement that all authors have contributed significantly and that all authors are in agreement with the content of the manuscript is included.

□ An acknowledgement that all authors agree to the conditions outlined in the copyright assignment form is included.

Manuscript

□ Three copies of the manuscript are typed double-spaced (including references, tables,figure legends, and footnotes) on one side only of A4 sized white paper with 2.5 cm margin.

□ Standard abbreviations are used in the list provided by the Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine and spelled out in parentheses in its first use in the text.

□ Page number is placed at bottom of each page.
Title Page

□ Title is concise and informative. A running title is provided if the title exceeds 10 words.


□ The authors' names are listed as follows: first name, middle initial(s), and family name
and the hospital or institution at which the research was undertaken is included.


□ The name, full postal address, telephone and facsimile numbers and E-mail address of
the author to whom correspondence should be sent, is provided.




Abstract

□ An unstructured abstract of no more than 250 words is described under the following headings:Purpose, Methods, Results, and Conclusions

□ A list of key words (5 words or less) are provided below the abstract.

Body of paper


□ Ethical guideline for human or animal study is described.

□ Statistical method used is outlined.

□ Drugs and chemicals are identified by generic name (if trademarks are mentioned, manufacturer name, city, state, and countryare given).
References

□ References are cited alphabetical order by the first author's name.


□ References are typed double-spaced on sheets separate from the text and numbered consecutively. The number of references does not exceed 20 in case reports.

□ The style and punctuation of the references conform to the recent issue of the Journal of Animal Diagnostic Medicine.

□ Journal titles are abbreviated in accordance with the style of Index Medicus.


□ Unpublished observations and personal communications are not listed as references.
Tables

□ Tables are typed double-spaced on a separate sheet, accompanied by table number and title above table and explanatory notes below.

□ Each table is numbered according to order of citation.

Figure legends


□ Legends are typed double-spaced on a separate sheet.

□ Each figure is numbered according to the order of citation.

□ Symbols, arrows, and letters used to indicate parts of illustrations are identified in the legend.
Figures

□ Three sets of all figures are included.

□ Illustrations are sharp, glossy prints, no larger than 7.4x10㎝.

□ Symbol, arrows, and letters are clear and of sufficient size to retain legibility when
 reduced by 50%.

□ Each figure is identified clearly on the back with its number, name of author(s) and arrow indicating orientation.

Name of the corresponding author (in block letters)                                        

Signature
                      Date                                                
